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British Medical Association 
EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING 
An Extraordinary General Meeting of the British Medical 
Association was held on May 16, 1940, at B.M.A. House 
under the chairmanship of the Chairman of the Repre- 
sentative Body, Dr. H. Guy Dain, to consider the adop- 
tion of a special resolution relating to certain emergency 
provisions which were published at p. 64 of the Supple- 
ment to the British Medical Journal of April 20, 1940. 
There were 124 members present. The meeting agreed 


to the resolution without dissent. 
G. C. ANDERSON, 
Secretary. 


Election of Four Members of Council by Members of the 
Metropolitan Counties Branch 


The following is the result of the voting in Group I: 


V. ZACHARY COPE ... sles ... 527 Elected. 
H. ROBINSON ... 447 Elected. 
E. A. GREGG ... 401 Elected. 
F. Gray... ic’ 
GEORGE DE SWIET... 
Dame Louise McILRoy ... ... 448 Elected. 


G. C. ANDERSON, 
Secretary. 


General Council of Medical Education 
and Registration 
The one hundred and fifty-first session of the General 
Medical Council opened at its offices in Hallam Street, 
W.. on Tuesday afternoon, May 28, under the presidency 
of Mr. H. L. Eason, C.B., C.M.G. 


PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 


In delivering his first address from the chair of the 
Council Mr. Eason said that he had given thought to the 
question whether such addresses were necessary. In order 
to make himself familiar with the history, traditions, and 
practice of the Council, he had during the last few months 
read through the minutes of the various sessions, and he 
became convinced that presidential addresses, which had 
been given uninterruptedly since 1866, afforded to members 
of the Council, the public, and the future historian a con- 
cise survey of its functions ; they also gave the President 
an opportunity of making on behalf of the Council public 
announcements on important matters which might affect 
the medical profession either in this country or the 
Dominions. Therefore he was emboldened to continue 
the practice of his predecessors. 


Persona! Matters 


Mr. Eason continued : 


I have to record with regret the death on April 27 of Sir 
Gilbert Barling. He was the representative of the University 
of Birmingham on the Council from 1917 to 1926, and 


served on the Executive and Examination Committees from 
1919 to 1926. As the President said on Sir Gilbert's retire- 
ment in 1926, “He manifested in the Council the qualities 
that, during a long and distinguished professional career, won 
him high repute’ in Birmingham and in its University, as an 
active promoter and constructive critic of educational pro- 
gress.” 

The Council will regret to hear of the resignation of Mr. 
Edington, who has represented the Royal Faculty of Phy- 
sicians and Surgeons of Glasgow since 1928. He served 
on the Pharmacopoeia Committee from 1928 to 1936, on the 
Education Committee from 1928, and on the Executive Com- 
mittee from 1932 until his resignation. We shall all miss his 
engaging personality, his devotion to the work of the Coun- 
cil, and his shrewd common sense. In his place we welcome 
Mr. Andrew Allison, Professor of Medical Jurisprudence, St. 
Mungo’s College, Glasgow, and a member of the Committee 
of Management of the Scottish Conjoint Board. His special 
knowledge and long experience will be of great assistance to 
the Council. 

We have also lost the services of Dr. Cecil Wall, who 
resigned in December after representing the Society of 
Apothecaries of London since 1932. He served on the 
Examination Committee from 1933 to 1938, and on the Phar- 
macopoecia Committee from 1938 to 1939. His quiet wisdom, 
keen interest in medical education, and love of tradition 
were of great value in our more intimate discussions. As 
his successor we welcome Dr. John Prescott Hedley, consult- 
ing obstetric physician to St. Thomas's Hospital. His special 
knowledge in a subject not largely represented on the Council 
will be of -great value in these times, when the problems of 
education in midwifery are serious. 

We have to congratulate Sir Richard Needham on his 
admission to the Fellowship of the Royal College of Surgeons 
of England without examination under the provision which 
enables two members of not less than twenty years’ standing 
to be so admitted in any year. We remain continuously 
indebted to him for his reports on the visitations of medical 
institutions in the Far East with which we have reciprocal 
relations, and for his comments on the results of the 
Visitations. 

The Supply of New Practitioners 

During the last war the Council were from time to time 
seriously concerned with the adequate supply of new practi- 
tioners and the problems of their education. In this war 
such anxieties do not at present arise, owing to the wise 
decision of the Government to place in the Schedule of 
Reserved Occupations all medical students who have com- 
pleted two terms’ study in anatomy and physiology. This 
decision, together with the possibility of a student obtaining 
postponement of his calling-up for a period of not more than 
twelve months in all, if he can satisfy the umpire on appeal 
from a hardship committee that he is about to proceed to a 
“ critical” examination, will probably ensure the supply of a 
normal increment of practitioners even though the war should 
be of some years’ duration. 

It is a matter of satisfaction to the Council to learn that 
the licensing bodies generally have decided that, even during 
the war, there shall be no lowering of the standard of 
education required for. entrance to the profession of medicine. 
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Canadian Provinces and Reciprocity 


The President reminded the Council that during the last war 
reciprocity was established with all the Provinces of Canada 
with the exception of British Columbia, thus enabling practi- 
tioners from those Provinces to come to England either to 
take civilian posts or to hold commissions in His Majesty's 
Forces. To the Council's regret this reciprocity was termin- 
ated some years after the war by the Provinces of New 
Brunswick, Ontario, Quebec, and Saskatchewan. There were 
indications, however, that in some at least of these Provinces 
duly qualified practitioners were anxious to be placed without 
delay in a position to render professional service to this 
country. The Executive Committee had empowered him to 
represent to the Lord President of the Council on its behalf 
that appropriate action should be taken as a matter of 
emergency to facilitate the acceptance of such contributions 
to the common cause. 


He concluded his address by a reference to matters which 
would come before the Council during the session. 


— 


Correspondence 


Motion by the Dover and Folkestone Division 


Sir,—In the Supplement of May 18 there appears a notice 
of a motion to be brought before the Annual Representative 
Meeting under the name of the Dover and Folkestone Division. 
The secretary of the Division states that he is not responsible 
for its insertion in the Journal. 

The facts in this matter are that such a proposal was on 
the agenda at qa meeting of the Division on May 15, and at 
a well-attended meeting was rejected by a large majority. The 
reason for its rejection was that the manifesto referred to 
appeared to be sponsored by Oxford Group enthusiasts and 
introduced matters such as peace aims and “ moral rearma- 
ment,” which most members thought should not be the concern 
of the medical profession at such a time. Those members of 
the Division who are opposed to the infiltration of the profes- 
sion by Buchmannites feel that they are entitled to an explana- 
tion of the publicity given by the Journal to a motion which 
they have decisively rejected, and request that the same 
publicity be given to the facts. 

If it is not already the rule that no motion by a Division 
at the A.R.M. should be placed on the agenda until it has been 
passed by the members of the Division whose name is being 
used, the sooner it becomes a rule the better.—I am, etc., 


Folkestone, May 20. H. W. L. MOLeswortu. 


** A notice correcting the error referred to in Mr. 
Molesworth’s letter was published in last week’s Supplement 
(May 25). The secretary of the Dover and Folkestone 
Division sent a copy of the motion in question to the Secretary 
of the B.M.A. on May 10 intimating that it was a motion of 
the Executive Committee to be considered by the Division 
meeting on May 15. He stated that he would telephone “ the 
result of the meeting directly it ends.” As in fact no telephone 
message was received at headquarters it was assumed that the 
motion stood, and it was published in the Supplement of 
May 18. 


Medical Volunteers for the Services 


Sir,—Recently my attention was drawn to a paragraph in 
a local newspaper pointing out the necessity for more 
doctors to volunteer for the Services. A short time ago a 
broadcast was made appealing for doctors to volunteer for the 
Services. The effect of this appeal is that the more con- 
scientious (but not necessarily the most easily spared from 
public service) medical man is tempted to leave his work. 
Now it is well known that the large majority of our profession 
have already volunteered and placed their future action in the 
hands of their Local Medical War Committee, who have only 
to nominate the most suitable. 

Why, then, this appeal, when the Central Medical War Com- 
mittee has only to inform the Local War Committee of the 


required quota? This committee from its list will decide who 
can best be spared—in fact, that is one of its main reasons 
for existence.—I am, etc., 

Old Colwyn, N. Wales, May 20. 


** The Secretary of the B.M.A. writes: No volunteer is 
recommended for a Commission in any capacity without refer- 
ence in the first instance to the Local Medical War Committee 
concerned, or, in the case of specialists attached to the London 
hospitals, to the Committee of Reference. 


A. NorMANn LEEMING. 


A National Medical Service 


“ G. M.” writes: Now that the call has gone forth for union and 
unity throughout the land, it is time for the organization of the 
medical profession to cast aside its easy “go as you please ” 
methods. It is a common thing in every town to see half a dozen 
doctors in the same street at the same time, and no uncommon 
thing in industrial areas for four or five doctors to be attending 
in the same house. What a waste of petrol, of energy, and of 
personnel! If total effort is to be made, then the old cry of “ Free 
Choice of Doctor” will have to be scuttled for the period of 
hostilities (and there is no free choice for the most valuable part 
of our manhood—the fighting services). More and more doctors 
will be wanted for the Services, and they can only be released if 
we have a National Medical Service. 


Beitish Postcrapuate Menpicat Scnoot, Ducane Road, W.—Daily, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Medical Clinics, Surgical Clinics and Operations, Obstetrical and 
Gynaecological Clinics and Operations ; 1.30 to 2 p.m., Post-mortem 
Demonstration. Mon., 10 a.m., Opening of Special Course on Fractures. 
Tues.. 2.30 p.m., Ward Clinic, Sir Walter Langdon-Brown. Wed., 11.30 
a.m., Clinico-Pathological Conference (Medical): 2 p.m., Pregnancy 
Diagnosis Tests, Dr. Janet Vaughan; 3 p.m., Clinico-Pathological Con- 
ference (Surgical) ; 4.30 p.m., Pathology of the Liver, Prof. G. R. Cameron. 
Thurs., 2 p.m., Radiological Conference, Dr. Duncan White. Fri., 2 p.m., 
Clinico-Pathological Conference (Gynaecological) ; 2.30 p.m., Sterility Clinic, 
Mr. V. B. Green-Armytage. 

Fettowsuip OF MEDICINE AND POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 1, 
Wimpole Street, W.—London Chest Hospital, Victoria Park, E.: Mon. and 
Fri., 6 p.m.: M.R.C.P. Course in Heart and Lung Diseases. West End 
Hospital for Nervous Diseases, In-patient Dept., Gloucester Gate, N.W. ; 
Afternoons, M.R.C.P. Course in Neurology. Brompton Hospital, S.W.: 
Wed., 4 p.m., and Thurs., 5 p.m., M.R.C.P. Course in Chest Diseases. 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURES 


Royat Society OF MEDICINE 


Section of Orthopaedics.—Tues., 4.30 p.m. Cases will be shown. 

General Meeting of Fellows.—Tues., 5.30 p.m. Candidates for election to the 
“Fellowship 

Section of Surgery.—Tues., 6 p.m Annual General Mecting. Election of 
Officers and Councli for 1940-1. 

Section of History of Medicine.—Wed., 5 p.m Papers by Dr. H. P. Bayon: 
The Masters of Salerno and the Origin of the Medical Profession in 
Western Europe; The Medical and Alkemikal Writings attributed to Queen 
Cleopatra. 

Clinical Section.—Fri., 2.15 p.m. Annual General Meeting. Election of 
Officers and Council for 1940-1. Cases will be shown. 

Section of Medicine.—Fri., 3.30 p.m. Annual General Meeting. Election of 
Officers and Council-for 1940-1. . 


Briocuemicat Sociwty.—At Department of Medical Chemistry, Edinburgh 
University, Sat., 2.30 p.m. Demonstrations and Communications. 

Royat Institution, 21, Albemarle Street, W.—Tues., 5.15 p.m. Dr. J. C. 
Spence: Feeding of Children. 


B.M.A. : Branch and Division Meetings to be Held 


Berks, Bucks, AND OxrorD BrancH.—At Royal Berkshire Hospital, Reading, 
Wednesday, June 5, 3 p.m. Annual meeting. Election of officers, etc. 
Address by Sir Walter Langdon-Brown: Salt and Water. 

Dorset aND West Hants BrancH: BouRNeMOUTH Diviston.—At Boscombe 
Hospital, Bournemouth, Wednesday, June 5, 8.15 p.m. Mecting. 

HerTrorpsHire BrancH: East Herts Diviston.—At the Comet Restaurant, 
St. Albans Road, Hatfield, Thursday, June 6. Annual general meeting. 
Election of officers, etc. Preceded by dinner at 8 p.m. Members are invited to 
bring non-members as guests. 

Merropouttan Counties Branch: Harrow Division.—At Harrow Hospital, 
Roxeth Hill, Tuesday, June 4, 8.30 p.m. Annua! general meeting. Election 
of officers, etc. 

WoRCESCERSHIRE AND HEREFORDSHIRE BRANCH: WORCESTER AND BROMSGROVE 
Division.—At Worcester Royal Infirmary, Thursday, June 6, 3.30 p.m. Annual 
meeting. Election of officers. 

Yorksuire Branch: Dewssury Diviston.—Wednesday, June Annual 
mecting. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS 


The charge for inserting announcements under this heading is 10s. 6d. This amount 
should be forwarded with the notice, authenticated with the name and address 
of the sender, and should reach the Advertisement Manager not later than 
the first post Tuesday morning to ensure insertion in the current issue. 


BIRTH 


Parsons-SmitH.—On May 27 at 19, Bentinck Street, W.1, to Aurea (née 
Johnston) wife of Gerald Parsons-Smith, M.R.C.P.—a daughter. 
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